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Initial Discussion Post: Qualitative Research Studies That Address My Topic
The topic of focus I chose I week one was challenges faced by women entrepreneurs. In this topic, I am seeking to understand the various challenges that stand in the way of women who decide to start their own businesses. They are faced with a myriad of challenges and how they are overcoming these challenges is fascinating to explore. This is because studies indicate that changes are happening as more and more women are becoming entrepreneurs by starting and running their own businesses. There are numerous qualitative studies that have explored the topic of challenges facing women in entrepreneurship. One such study is “Evidence of the characteristics of women entrepreneurs in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. An empirical investigation”. This peer-reviewed article is a research study that explores women entrepreneurship issues, their perception about the entrepreneurship career, their survival tactic is entrepreneurship and survival and growth strategies that women use to make it in entrepreneurship careers (Ahmad, 2011). The study focusses on women in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and follows a qualitative research design due to the lack of statistical data in. A qualitative research study does not apply numerical or statistical figures. Instead, variables are examined in terms of their observable qualities using qualitative methods (Polkinghorne, 2005). From this article, I learned that women in Islamic patriarchal states face bigger challenges in entrepreneurship than in other states that have other societal systems (Ahmad, 2011).
The second qualitative research study that explores the topic of challenges faced by women entrepreneurs is entitled “Women in Action: Challenges Facing Women Entrepreneurs in the Gauteng Province of South Africa}. This article from the International Business and Economics Research Journal explores the challenges that women in South Africa, particularly in the Gauteng Province face. Even though the study is narrowed down to this province, it represents many women all over the world because the challenges they face are more or less the same. Only the severity of those challenges differs from one region to another. This is a qualitative research study because it lacks any numerical computations that are characteristic of quantitative research studies. In the methodology section of a qualitative study, the authors state clearly that the approach applied was a qualitative research design (Barnham, 2015). This is the case with this research study. They used in-depth qualitative interviews and focus groups which are typical for qualitative studies (Chinomona & Maziriri, 2015). From this research study, I learned that challenges faced by women entrepreneurs include lack of education and training, lack of access to finance, gender discrimination, negative attitudes, as well as inadequate resources or funding (Chinomona & Maziriri, 2015).
The third research study that I found to be addressing my topic is from the journal of small business and enterprise development.  It is entitled “Gender and work‐life balance: A phenomenological study of women entrepreneurs in Pakistan.” This study, just like the other two, is a qualitative research study because qualitative research methods were used to analyze data about challenges faced by women entrepreneurs in achieving work-life balance. Furthermore, data analysis and discussion was done qualitatively. The variables have been explored qualitatively. From the findings of this research study, I learned that of the challenges that affect women in entrepreneurship, the most significant ones are those related to achieving work-life balance (Rehman & Roomi, 2012). 
The above research studies will help me to understand the issues surrounding women in entrepreneurship given that I already started the research in week one. These qualitative research studies will offer tangible evidence from peer-reviewed research studies that have been conducted in various societies and help me to gain a deeper understanding of why most women fail in entrepreneurship. I look to explore these issues further in this week’s assignment after getting feedback from my peers.
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